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        Fact Sheet Older Drivers

The debate about older versus younger drivers has continued for many 
years. Older drivers and their advocates say that their years of experience 
and other factors make them a lower road safety risk. Some medical 
experts and others say reaction times are impaired with age. For the 
purpose of AAMI’s research, ‘older drivers’ are those aged 55+.

Older drivers are more likely 
to agree that other drivers are 
becoming more aggressive 
(source: 2007 AAMI  
Crash Index) 
 
 
Older drivers are less likely to 
be impatient – they are more 
likely refrain from aggressive 
behaviour while driving and 
they take care to avoid driver 
distractions (source: 2007 
AAMI Crash Index) 
 
 
Older drivers are more likely to 
be subjected to road rage or 
aggressive behaviour by other 
drivers (source: 2007 AAMI 
Crash Index) 
 
 
Drivers aged 51 and older 
have the lowest average cost 
per car accident insurance claim 
(source: AAMI claims data)
 
 
Most older drivers (86 per 
cent) have experienced a 
crash as a driver/passenger 
(source: 2007 AAMI  
Crash Index) 

Driving Distance

■ Overall, men and women aged 55+ drive fewer kilometres per annum than other 
age groups – most travel fewer than 20,000 km annually 

speeDing

■ Older drivers are half as likely as others to frequently exceed the speed limit most of 
the time – 3 per cent versus 7 per cent (source: 2007 AAMI Crash Index)

■ Older drivers are more likely than others to obey speed limits because it’s the law – 
35 per cent versus 30 per cent (source: 2007 AAMI Crash Index)

Fatigue anD hOliDay Driving

■ Older drivers are just as likely than others to have momentarily fallen asleep while at  
the wheel – 28 per cent versus 27 per cent (source: 2007 AAMI Crash Index)

■ Older drivers are more likely than others to stop and take a powernap if fatigued 
while driving – 28 per cent versus 32 per cent (source: 2007 AAMI Crash Index)

Driving while impaireD

■ One-third of older drivers (36 per cent) admit to having driven when over the legal 
drink-driving limit (source: 2007 AAMI Crash Index)

■ One in five older drivers (23 per cent) admit they have driven after taking medicinal 
drugs although the label warned against doing so (source: 2007 AAMI Crash Index)

■ Older drivers are less likely than others to agree that prescription drugs are a hidden 
danger on our roads – 67 per cent versus 76 per cent (source: 2007 AAMI  
Crash Index)

■ Older drivers are half as likely as others to agree that drug-driving is safer than drink-
driving – 3 per cent versus 7per cent (source: 2007 AAMI Crash Index) 
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